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U THANK YOU FOR REFERENCE MESSAGE CONCERNING MY TRIP. 

IF CONVENIENT IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO HAVE LORD AND RODMAN IN 
GUEST HOUSE, WOULD ALSO LIKE ONE SECRET SERVICE AGENT* JACK READY* 
TO BE SITUATED aOSE-BY, 


2. I DEFINITELY DO WANT TO KEEP VISIT AS LOW-KEY AS POSSIBLE 
AND DO NOT WISH TO MEET THE PRESS. I WILL FURTHER CONSIDER YOUR 

SUGGESTION CONCERNING AN ARRIVAL OR DEPARTURE STATEMENT* BUT AT 

« 

THE PRESENT TIME I DO NOT PLAN ON EITHER. PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT WHICH 
ZIEGLER WILL MAKE ON TUESDAY* AUGUST 15* AT 11:00 A.M. WASHINGTON 
TIME WILL BE ALONG THE FOLLOWING LINES: QUOTE. THE PRESIDENT 
HAS ASKED DR. HENRY A. KISSINGER* HIS ASSISTANT FOR NATIONAL 
SECURITY AFFAIRS* TO GO TO SOUTH VIETNAM FOR A GENERAL REVIEW 
OF ALL ASPECTS OF THE VIETNAM PROBLEM* INCLUDING THE NEGOTIATIONS 
IN PARIS. HE WILL ARRIVE IN SAIGON ON WEDNESDAY NIGHT* AUGUST IS* 
AND DEPART FRIDAY AFTERNOON* AUGUST 18. DR. KISSINGER WILL 
. MEET WITH PRESIDENT THIEU* AMBASSADOR BUNKER* GENERAL WEYAND* 
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and other officials, end quote, you will be receiving in state 

CHANNELS, ON MONDAY EVENING, AUGUST 14 WASHINGTON TIME, A REQUES1 
THAT THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE BE MADE AWARE OF THIS ANNOUNCEMENT. 

3. IN ADDITION TO THE SIX SECRET SERVICE AGENTS WHO WILL BE 

arriving in my aircraft, THREE OTHERS PLAN TO ARRIVE ON TUESDAY, 

AUGUST 15 AT 4:05 P.M. LOCAL TIME, ON AIR FRANCE, FLIGHT 197. 

THEY ARE: WILLIAM G. DRISCOLL, PASSPORT X033323, JACK A. 

EDWARDS, PASSPORT X059070, AND ROGER MERICLE, PASSPORT 

% 

X055 680. IN ORDER TO PRESERVE SECRECY THEY WILL NOT HAVE VISAS. 
THEREFORE, IT WOULD BE APPRECIATED IF THEY COULD BE MET ON ARRIVA 

4. IF NECESSARY OVERFLIGHT aEARANCES ARE RECEIVED AND WE 
ARE ABLE TO aY BY SHORTEST ROUTE, AIRCRAFT SHOULD ARRIVE IN 
SAIGON AT 8:00 P.M. LOCAL TIME ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16. . 

5. DESPITE MY EARLIER REQUESTS, I HOPE YOU WILL BE ABLE TO 
KEEP SOME FLEXIBILITY IN MY SAIGON SCHEDULE. FOR EXAMPLE, I 
WILL CERTAINLY WANT TO TALK TO YOU PRIVATELY WEDNESDAY NIGHT AND, 
DEPENDENT ON EVENTS BETWEEN NOW AND THEN, IT MAY PROVE PREFERABLI 
TO POSTPONE DETAILED DISCUSSIONS WITH WEYAND AND VOGT UNTIL ' 

I THURSDAY MORNING, ALTHOUGH I WOULD STILL WANT TO HAVE AN EARLY 

i MILITARY UPDATE ON WEDNESDAY EVENING. I HOPE YOU CAN ALERT 

i 

I WEYAND AND VOGT TO THE POSSIBILITY OF THE NEED FOR AN 

I 

abbreviated military briefing WEDNESDAY NIGHT AND A MORE 

I 

DETAILED DISCUSSION THURSDAY MORNING, AS A POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE 

I 

I TO THE PRIMARY SCHEDULE. 

1 
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j WARM REGARDS. 
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